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Yours sincerely 

Peter Heyes 

 

     JMAS LAOS JAPAN MINE ACTION SERVICE  No. 013 

Date: 03 March 2010 
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1) Yosihmi YAMADA 
I have been to Laos three times and thought I could understand well about 
Lao culture & education. However, today I know it was wrong. 

I’m sorry I never heard a lot of ‘Bombies’ ( submunition) existing in Laos, even 
though its name. I was surprised that total bombs dropped during Vietnam 
war was up to 3 million ton in agricultural land, even at school, when Lao 
population was 3 million. In other word, one ton could kill one Laotian.   

People I met here look strong and happy even living in such an awful 
situation. They know how to enjoy the life with their family and 
neighbors. .On the contrary, we live in a very safe country, such as can go 
and study anywhere. However, we feel lack of something in our lives. 

Now I recognized how many countries we visit is not important, but what we 
study in the countries is more importance. I want to know more about real 
bombies through JMAS and my Lao friends. 

I’ll graduated from a university nearly soon. I have an idea to inform this story 
to people around me.  

2) Migiwa SHBATA 
I have been to Laos four times, but this time is the first time to visit JMAS and 
know UXO clearance activity.  

I received a severe shock from that a huge number of UXOs are still 
remained and victims consists of many children, furthermore we should 
know those real situation.  

If we got UXO information in Japan, I would have feel reality. By the chance 
to hear it, we could realize that Laos had the miserable history.   

Through 4-time visit in Laos, I misunderstood as if I knew well on Laos, but now 
notice there are my unknown Lao world remained. I want to study more 
about Laos and UXO, on the other hand I try to inform today’s story to 
Japanese. 

3) Maki ITO 
I have known on bombies by newspaper and their pictures even in Japan, 
but I couldn’t believe the existence of them in Laos, because Lao people 
are kind and always smile.  

Today it is good to listen about bombies. I have been Laos second times but 
neither visited NGO concerned UXO problems or seeing UXO activities in the 
field. 

I feel now I should go to see the real world with my eyes as a member of 
developed countries. 

Since I started working this April, it must be difficult to visit Laos, but I want to 
keep my activity to assist UXO project. 

Manami TADANO 

I had a good chance to hear on my unknown Laos, which is UXO problem. I 
have been in Laos three times, but never know a lot of bombies existing. I 
saw many landmine victims in Vietnam and Cambodia, but a few in Laos. 
The UXO existence was out of my idea 

I have done volunteer work at NGO to assist landmine victims, but I have 
regretted of only its outline. Today’s briefing made me to contact the same 
NGO again to know what I can do for them. 

As there are a lot of Japanese who have no knowledge on UXO problems, I 
would like to convey the real situation to friends and university juniors who 
are interested in International Cooperation. 
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Please let us have your comments. Contact details above 
Finally see with my eys 

ws;etter reader visits XKH
Young Japanese visit JMAS office 

Communication dept., Gakushuuinn University 
Thank you for the last 2 newsletters--interesting, as always. Peter's comment 
about the people being very brave is a good point. I could not imagine 
going to work in my gardens and worrying all the time about bombs 
exploding beneath me! 

 

Carolyn Rallison, 

 

I always enjoy reading the newsletters that you send to me; thank you for 
sending them. Last year I was listening to National Public Radio and there 
was a story about bomb removal in Laos.  In the story they mentioned that 
in Laos they refer to the undetonated explosives as “bombies” where here in
the US we would say “bombs.”  It might be helpful to the non-Laotian reader
to understand that distinction.  

  

Bill 

Philadelphia, USA 
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